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RECREATION SUPERVISOR NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts early to accommodate.

Help Your Child Get Organized
 ~ onetoughjob.org

No More Lunch Bags Left Behind 
Your child is growing up quickly and has a lot on his/her mind. While he/she may look and even act mature, he/she will not 
yet have the planning skills you want. Not yet, anyway. He/she may need some help to keep his/her world organized. 
Tips to help your child build the skills to keep life running smoothly 
• Decide what is important. Your child may not need to have every aspect of his/her life organized, so figure out together 

what activities or times cause the most stress and make sure routines are established for those. Does the morning 
routine always cause stress? Plan this out carefully. Is soccer practice driving everyone crazy? Develop a plan for when 
the gym bag gets packed. 

• Stick to the routine. Once you make plans, be sure you both follow them. While there will be times when flexibility 
is needed, following the routine will help your child understand how a routine keeps life running smoothly. Support 
this connection by saying things like, “Wow, we got to the bus with no problems today, your morning checklist  
really worked!”

• Reinforce your child’s successes. Acknowledge the times when he/she is able to stay organized, and help problem solve 
when the routine doesn’t work. 

• Stay involved. Once your child gets a handle on the routine, he/she will still need your help and support. Make sure to 
check in and ask how the routine is working. This will also make it easier for you to help him/her brainstorm problems 
and solutions in his/her planning as they arise.

2017 Summer P.A.R.K.
Registration is now open for current P.A.R.K. families. 
Registration opens to the public for the 2017 Summer 
P.A.R.K. program Tuesday, April 18. Find information at 
the parent table at your site or call the Parks and Recreation 
Office at 614-277-3050.

2017-2018 P.A.R.K.
Registration for current families for the 2017-2018 after-
school and before-school programs opens Monday,  
April 10. Find registration forms on the parent tables. Be 
sure to sign up as spots can fill quickly!

Spring/Summer Source
Registration for classes and programs for the spring and summer starts online Monday,  
April 17. In-person and phone registration opens Monday, April 24. Visit GroveCityOhio.gov 
to find the latest Source for news and events.
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BOLTON CROSSING NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. before- and after-school opens to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts early to accommodate.

Brain Stretchers
Q.Q A girl sits in a house on a dark night with no 

light on. Yet, she is reading. How?
Q.A The girl is blind and is reading braille.

Q.Q What is at the end of a rainbow?
Q.A The letter W.

Q.Q How many months have 28 days?
Q.A All 12 months.

Q.Q A cowboy rides into town on Friday, stays for 
three days, then leaves on Friday. How?
Q.A The horse’s name is Friday.

Q.Q What can run but can’t walk?
Q.A Water.

Q.Q What is full of holes but still holds water?
Q.A A sponge.

Q.Q What invention lets you look through a wall?
Q.A A window.

Expand Critical Thinking
 ~ www.scholastic.com/parents

Use the tools from “Think About It: Critical Thinking” to promote 
critical thinking in your children:
• Ask Open-ended Questions: this allows for creative thinking 

without fear of giving a wrong answer.
• Categorize and Classify: sorting dirty laundry, LEGO® bricks 

or groceries can help your child identify and sort according to a 
rule or set of rules.

• Work in Groups: give your child the opportunity to meet with 
others and discuss multiple ways to approach problems.

• Make Decisions: help your child consider the pros and cons 
of options. Don’t be afraid to let them make a wrong choice and 
evaluate them with him/her later.

• Find Patterns: take opportunities in everyday activities to 
find patterns. Relate a favorite show to real-life situations, even 
identifying shapes, or ABC road sign games can help.

April Showers
It is time to start thinking about gardening. Teach your child 
responsibility, care, and cause and effect with just a single 
pot and a few seeds. For younger children (ages 5 to 7 years), 
select a seed for a hearty plant like beans, which can begin 
to grow within a week of planting. For older children, offer 
several options such as snap peas, sunflowers, watermelon, 
carrots, marigolds or snap dragons.
Start by helping your child understand the needs of the 
growing plant. Ask questions like how often should it be 
watered, how much light it needs, and where should it live. 

Use a white board or large calendar to schedule days to 
water and when to harvest the plant so the goal is within 
sight. This is your child’s plant and should only be watered 
and cared for by him/her. As he/she cares for the plant, the 
child can measure growth, count leaves or buds and keep 
track of how the plant is doing. 
If the plant does not grow well, use it as an opportunity to 
discuss what could have gone wrong: was it watered enough, 
too much, was it too cold, did it get enough sun? Learn from 
the experience and try again!
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BUCKEYE WOODS NEWSLETTER

Have a blooming good spring!
Elaine, Julie, Troy, Stephen, Julie

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. before- and after-school opens 

to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts early to accommodate.

Happy Spring!
We look forward to the green trees, blooming flowers 
and warmer weather. There are so many things to do as a 
family in the nicer weather: take a hike, go on a bike ride, 
plant some flowers and just enjoy doing outdoor activities.

Buckeye Bucks
We are restarting our “buckeye bucks” incentive program. 
We have a chart featuring each child’s name. Each day, 
the children can earn buckeye bucks for positive behavior 
including exhibiting good sportsmanship, helping others, 
listening, serving as a junior leader, following direction 
and just being a good role model. 
They can also lose their buckeye bucks for negative 
behavior. The “general store” is open Fridays where they 
can spend their buckeye bucks or they can just leave them 
in the bank.

Redirect Negative Behavior
Our team at Buckeye Woods knows our children are 
individuals and react differently to the same situation. If 
a child is having difficulty showing good sportsmanship, 
keeping his/her hands and feet to himself/herself, or 
otherwise playing with others, we re-direct him/her to 
interact in another area or with different people. We try to 
encourage and model positive behavior at all times.

Pickup Time
When picking up your child, please initial the parent sign-out sheet and make sure a leader sees you leave with your child. If 
you pick up at the beginning of P.A.R.K., PLEASE do not leave until a leader sees you and knows your child is leaving with 
you. When the children first get to P.A.R.K., we perform a check-in procedure and may not notice you leaving at this time. 
We MUST see you leave with your child, so please get our attention by going to the person signing in the children and let 
him/her know you are picking up. If we do not see your child during check in, we assume he/she is not there and start our 
procedures to ensure he/she is accounted for and safe.
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Quiet Time During a Busy Day
We know the children are involved with sports, gymnastics, 
cheerleading, dance and many other activities that keep 
them on the go. We set aside time in our schedule to start 
or complete their homework or to read. 
This is a quiet time in the day where they are asked to 
focus on what they need to complete and to not talk to 
their friends. It usually lasts 15 to 30 minutes. If they are 
disruptive during that time, they are asked to leave the 
homework area so as not to disturb the children who are 
doing their homework.

Story Time
We offer story time each day when we read a book or the 
children choose to read a book to themselves. We also sing 
silly songs, perform skits and create stories where each 
child adds only one word as we go around the circle. The 
story gets really silly and sometimes the ending is really 
something to hear.

April Creations
Here are a few of the crafts that our kiddos make at P.A.R.K. 
this month: marble maze, ocean in a bottle, sun catchers, 
cotton ball egg paintings and spring hats.
The children have great imaginations and love to show 
off their creations at the craft table after they have put 
their own touch on things, often naming them after their 
favorite friend or animal. 

April Rhyme
April rain is coming fast; it knows not when to stop.

We see and hear it falling: drop, drip, drop.
The grass starts growing and the mowers go full speed.

It now is summer weather, yes indeed.
The flowers are now blooming, the birds begin to sing.

The wonderful aroma that is now spring.

Oddball Holidays to Celebrate with Kids: April
 ~ Soccer Mom Blog

• April 2: International Children’s Book Day
• April 10: National Siblings Day
• April 14: International Moment of Laughter Day
• April 18: International Juggler’s Day
• April 20: Look-alike Day
• April 25: World Penguin Day
• April 27: Tell a Story Day
• April 30: National Honesty Day

Easter Jokes
 ~ www.thetypicalmom.com

Q.Q How does Easter end?
Q.A With the letter R.

Q.Q How does the Easter bunny travel?
Q.A By hare plane.

Q.Q What kind of books do bunnies like?
Q.A Ones with hoppy endings.

Knock, knockQ. Who's there? 
 AnnQ. Ann, who? 
 An Easter bunnyQ.

Q.Q What did the egg do when it heard a funny joke?
Q.A It cracked up.

Q.Q What type of jokes do eggs tell?
Q.A Egg yolks!

Q.Q What do you call a sleeping egg? 
Q.A Egg-zosted!

Q.Q What do you call an egg from outer space? 
Q.A An egg-straterrestrial!

Q.Q Why did the Easter bunny fire the duck? 
Q.A He kept quacking the eggs.

Q.Q What do you call a joke-telling rabbit? 
Q.A A funny bunny.

40 Positive Things to Say to Children
 ~ www.theperformanceroom.co.uk

• Have fun • Do your best • Excellent • Don’t give up • You can do it • Great effort  
• Keep going • I believe in you • That was fantastic • Thank you • You worked hard 
today • That was brilliant • Well done • You can keep learning • Believe in yourself  
• Never give up • Keep working hard • I am proud of you • Good work • Great job • Superb • I 
saw you worked hard • You will improve with hard work • That was impressive • Thank you 
for helping • Don’t fear making mistakes • Learn from mistakes • Work together • Help each 
other • Don’t be afraid to take risks • I liked your creativity today • Be creative • Persevere • I 
see you learned from that • You will figure this out • You are on the right track • Embrace 
challenges • You are capable • You can make a difference
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HIGHLAND PARK NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. before- and after-school opens 

to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts early to accommodate.

April Activities
April is here and we will do lots of spring and 
Easter crafts from eggs to bumble bees.

Fun Dates in April
• Saturday, April 1: April Fool’s Day
• Sunday, April 16: Easter
• Saturday, April 22: Earth Day
• Monday, April 24: Arbor Day

Birthdays for April
• April 9: Lucas Jones
• April 4: Lucas Muska
• April 15: Alex Miller

April Joke
Q.Q What do you call a mummy that 

has a tail and likes to hop?
Q.A A mummy rabbit!

New Incentive Program
We are starting an incentive program at our P.A.R.K. site. Kids can earn P.A.R.K. dollars 
by doing jobs, helping other students and following P.A.R.K. rules. They can spend their 
P.A.R.K. dollars at our store, trading them for prizes or they can save up for a ticket for 
choosing the daily game or fitness activity.

Oddball Holidays to Celebrate with Kids: April
 ~ Soccer Mom Blog

• April 2: International Children’s Book Day
• April 10: National Siblings Day
• April 14: International Moment of Laughter Day
• April 18: International Juggler’s Day
• April 20: Look-alike Day
• April 25: World Penguin Day
• April 27: Tell a Story Day
• April 30: National Honesty Day
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J.C. SOMMER NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. before- and after-school opens to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts early to accommodate.

April Birthdays
• Roman Barone
• Reagan Dougherty
• Isaac Miller

April Activities
In April, our weekly themes are: ooh la la painting; bunny 
hop, hop; flower power and do-it-yourself wood working 
projects. 
We are offering a Spring Book Cafe for the children to 
read while enjoying fresh spring air when possible. Please 
continue to remind your child to bring his/her books every 
Tuesday.
Our new reading group on Wednesday is progressing 
through a chapter book series the students have 
really enjoyed. The students are learning about word 

predictions from the chapter books. Miss Bri She has 
put together some hands-on activities to explore using 
critical thinking to tie into the vocabulary words from the  
chapter book. 
We, of course, will continue all our favorite P.A.R.K. 
activities and gym games, but will incorporate more outside 
games. Dodgeball and kickball also are great outside on the 
playground. 
Our last show and tell for the year is Thursday, April 27.

Oddball Holidays to Celebrate with Kids: April
 ~ Soccer Mom Blog

• April 2: International Children’s Book Day
• April 10: National Siblings Day
• April 14: International Moment of Laughter Day
• April 18: International Juggler’s Day
• April 20: Look-alike Day
• April 25: World Penguin Day
• April 27: Tell a Story Day
• April 30: National Honesty Day

Fun Ways to Get Outside
Ready to get out there? Here are seven easy ways to enjoy 
the benefits of nature!
1. Make being outside a ritual like going for a walk at the 

same time each day. Bring your dog, too!
2. Garden. Plant a vegetable garden or flowers, then 

commune with nature when you care for your plants.
3. Take vacations in beautiful places like a state or 

national park or the beach.
4. Find a trail to hike or bike. Find ideas at trails.com.
5. Take a break and sit outside and just quietly appreciate 

the natural beauty around you! 
6. Go to a local park. If the weather is nice, trade your 

usual gym workout for an outdoor one!
7. Commit to the outdoors, rain or shine, hot or cold. 

Dress appropriately then head outside - sometimes it 
is the harsher days when you need nature the most!
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MONTEREY NEWSLETTER

April Poem
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

April cold with dropping rain
Willows and lilacs 

brings again, 
The whistle of returning birds 

And trumpet-lowing 
of the herds.

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. 

before- and after-school opens to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or 

P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts 

early to accommodate.

Crafts
This month we will make some fun and exciting crafts 
including some great ones with spring themes. Be on the 
lookout for some butterflies, flowers, bunnies and chicks.

Did You Know
• April is Global Child Nutrition Month 
• April 7 is National No Housework Day
• April 30 is National Honesty Day

Recipe of the Month: Buttery Soft Pretzels
April is National Soft Pretzel Month. Celebrate with this fun recipe.
Ingredients:
• 4 teaspoons active dry yeast
• 1 teaspoon white sugar
• 1 ¼ cups warm water (110°F)
• 5 cups all-purpose flour
• ½ cup white sugar

• 1 ½ teaspoons salt
• 1 tablespoon vegetable oil
• ½ cup baking soda
• 4 cups hot water
• ¼ cup kosher salt, for topping

Directions:
In a small bowl, dissolve yeast and 1 teaspoon sugar in warm 
water. Let stand until creamy, about 10 minutes. 
In a large bowl, mix together flour, ½ cup sugar, and salt. 
Make a well in the center; add the oil and yeast mixture. Mix 
and form into a dough. If the mixture is dry, add one or two 
tablespoons of water. Knead the dough until smooth, about 
7 to 8 minutes. 
Lightly oil a large bowl, place the dough in the bowl and 
turn to coat with oil. Cover with plastic wrap and let rise in 
a warm place until it doubles in size, about 1 hour. Preheat 

oven to 450°F (230°C). 
In a large bowl, dissolve baking soda in hot water. Once 
risen, turn dough out onto a lightly floured surface and 
divide into 12 equal pieces. Roll each piece into a rope and 
twist into a pretzel shape. 
Once all of the dough is all shaped, dip each pretzel into the 
baking soda solution and place on a greased baking sheet. 
Sprinkle with kosher salt. Bake in preheated oven for 8 
minutes, until browned.
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RICHARD AVENUE NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, April 10: Registration for 2017-2018 P.A.R.K. 

before- and after-school opens to current families.
• Friday, April 14 and Monday, April 17: No school or 

P.A.R.K. 
• Monday, April 17: P.A.R.K. payment due.
• Wednesday, April 19 - Early dismissal; P.A.R.K. starts 

early to accommodate.

Art Projects
In April, a variety of art projects follow these themes: Sky 
Week, Ice Cream Week, April Showers Bring May Flowers 
Week and Water Animals Week. Look for your child’s 
wonderful pieces of artwork daily.

P.A.R.K. it Forward
In honor of Armed Forces Day in May, we are holding a supply drive for troops overseas. All items donated are 
going to Operation Buckeye. Drop off donations in the basket by the parent table during the entire month of April. 
Here is a list of items we are collecting:
• Sunscreen
• Hand sanitizer
• Granola bars
• Canned fruit

• Toothbrush
• Q-tips
• Beef jerky
• Hard Candy

• Toothpaste
• Lip balm
• Tuna snacks
• Decks of cards

• Deodorant
• Body wash
• Gum
• Word search/

puzzle books

April Birthdays
• Gabriel
• Brayden C.

• Santos
• Marlie

• Payton

Fun Ways to Get Outside
Ready to get out there? Here are seven easy ways to enjoy the benefits of nature!
1. Make being outside a ritual like going for a walk at the same time each day. Bring your 

dog, too!
2. Garden. Plant a vegetable garden or flowers, then commune with nature when you care 

for your plants.
3. Take vacations in beautiful places like a state or national park or the beach.
4. Find a trail to hike or bike. Find ideas at trails.com.
5. Take a break and sit outside and just quietly appreciate the natural beauty around you! 
6. Go to a local park. If the weather is nice, trade your usual gym workout for an outdoor 

one!
7. Commit to the outdoors, rain or shine, hot or cold. Dress appropriately then head outside 

- sometimes it is the harsher days when you need nature the most!
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Recipe of the Month: Peeps® S’mores
Ingredients:
• (1) 11 ½-oz. package chocolate chips
• (3) 16-count packages marshmallow Peeps® bunnies
• (1) 14 ½-oz. package graham crackers

Directions:
• Separate Peeps® from packages. Break graham crackers into fourths (48 total 

pieces). Place graham crackers pieces onto cookie sheets lined with wax paper.
• Place ¾ package chocolate chips into a bowl and melt according to instructions 

on package. Dip the bottom of each Peeps® bunny into the melted chocolate 
and place on a piece of graham cracker until all Peeps® are used.

• Refrigerate the cookie sheets of Peeps® for 15 minutes 
so the chocolate cools and hardens.

• Melt remaining chocolate chips and pour into a plastic zip-top bag. 
Cut a tiny piece off the corner of the bag. Carefully squeeze the bag to 
drizzle melted chocolate onto each individual Peeps® s’more.

• Place them into the refrigerator again so the chocolate can harden.
• Peeps® s’mores can be eaten at room temperature or warmed 

in the microwave for 8-10 seconds. Enjoy!

Easter Jokes
 ~ www.thetypicalmom.com

Q.Q How does Easter end?
Q.A With the letter R.

Q.Q How does the Easter bunny travel?
Q.A By hare plane.

Q.Q What kind of books do bunnies like?
Q.A Ones with hoppy endings.

Knock, knockQ. Who's there? 
 AnnQ. Ann, who? 
 An Easter bunnyQ.

Q.Q What did the egg do when it 
heard a funny joke?
Q.A It cracked up.

Q.Q What type of jokes do eggs tell?
Q.A Egg yolks!

Q.Q What do you call a sleeping egg? 
Q.A Egg-zosted!

Q.Q What do you call an egg from outer space? 
Q.A An egg-straterrestrial!

Q.Q Why did the Easter bunny fire the duck? 
Q.A He kept quacking the eggs.

Q.Q What do you call a joke-telling rabbit? 
Q.A A funny bunny.

40 Positive Things to Say to Children
 ~ www.theperformanceroom.co.uk

• Have fun • Do your best • Excellent • Don’t give up • You can do it • Great effort  
• Keep going • I believe in you • That was fantastic • Thank you • You worked hard 
today • That was brilliant • Well done • You can keep learning • Believe in yourself • Never 
give up • Keep working hard • I am proud of you • Good work • Great job • Superb  
• I saw you worked hard • You will improve with hard work • That was impressive  
• Thank you for helping • Don’t fear making mistakes • Learn from mistakes • Work 
together • Help each other • Don’t be afraid to take risks • I liked your creativity today  
• Be creative • Persevere • I see you learned from that • You will figure this out • You are 
on the right track • Embrace challenges • You are capable • You can make a difference




